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ALT Michael Spibey i&{S

It has now been about 3 months since | moved to Katashina and | am enjoying

myself very much. In October, | experienced two events. First, some local

children came to my house and hit the ground with straw singing “tokanya,

tokanya” . They were very energetic, and it was wonderful to see this event. |

didn’ t know about Tokanya and wanted to learn more about it, so | read about

it. | learned it is a kind of harvest festival held on the night of the tenth day of

the tenth month to encourage the god of the land for a good harvest. We have

a harvest festival in the U.K. too. It is held on the Sunday nearest to the

“Harvest Moon” in September or October similar to Japan. Usually, churches

and children at schools collect food to give to charities to show there has been a good harvest and
give thanks for it.

Second, during October my daughter became one month old. So, we visited a shrine in Kamata to
introduce our daughter to the shrine’ s god. This event is called Omiya-Mairi. We also visited some
people in the village to give sekihan (rice boiled with red beans) to them and take pictures. My wife
wore a beautiful kimono. Christians have a similar celebration called a “christening” that is held in a
church in with the mother and father’ s families. The baby has holy water sprinkled on their head.
They become part of the church and are officially given their name at this time. | was not christened
but it is a popular ceremony in the U.K. We are now looking forward to my daughter’ s next
celebration at 100 days.
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