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ALT Michael Spibey &1

We recently had Golden Week which was a good time to spend
with family. It was great to see the Koinobori with their brilliant
and beautiful colours for Children’ s Day. We have a Children’ s
Day in the U.K. but it is not a holiday and not celebrated like in
Japan. But a day we do celebrate and that has also been held
recently in Japan is Mother’ s Day. We celebrate in a similar
way in the U.K. by giving appreciation to our mother’ s and also
giving them gifts, we gave flowers to my mother-in-law.
However, in the U.K. the date it is held is different. It is on the
3rd week before Easter Sunday. This year was March 27th, in
2021 it was March 14th and in 2020 it was March 22nd. It
moves a lot since the date of Easter changes because of the
moon, so we have to remember it carefully. But Mother’ s Day
in the U.K. used to be called “Mothering Sunday” and was not a
day to celebrate mothers. It was a day that people returned to
their “Mother” church, they went back to their hometown to do
this. Maybe this is similar to Obon in Japan where people will
return to their hometowns to remember their ancestors. Now
though it is Mother’ s Day, a day to give our mothers thanks.
Thank you to all the mothers, you do a great job!
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