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ALT Carey Leung @S

Does everyone reading this have a driver’ s license?

Last month, my international driver’ s permit

expired because it has been one year since | moved

to Katashina. To keep driving, | had to get an official Japanese
driver’ s license by passing both a written and practical test.

The written test was easy enough, but | had heard from other
ALTs how difficult it was to pass the practical portion. The
average times it took foreigners to pass the practical exam was
4-5 times. Because of that, | had been worrying about this for
many months. So, when | took the test for the first time in July, |
didn’ t really have any expectations and predictably, | failed. |
wanted to practice at a driving school, but | couldn’ t join one
until | failed at least once. | immediately sought out help from a
driving school afterwards and the instructors there were able to
give me advice on where to watch out for.

The second time, | was more prepared, but even then | wasn’ t
sure | had passed until the results were revealed. The Japanese
test tests more whether you can follow the rules rather than
actual driving skill. Anyways, | just thank God that | was able to
pass so quickly!
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