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Last December, | talked about how the true
meaning of Christmas was to celebrate Jesus’
birth. This year, | will explain how a typical
Christmas Day in America is like.

First, Christmas is a day for families, not couples, like it is
in Japan. Many families will start the day by exchanging
presents in the morning. Afterwards, families may take a
drive around to look at Christmas lights. There aren’ t many
places to go because it’ s a national holiday, so most
businesses are also closed, except restaurants. However,
many families do go to church on Christmas, even those
who don’ t usually go. There, they listen to the story of
Jesus’ birth again or sing Christmas carols together. In a
way, it" s sort of like how many Japanese people go to visit
shrines on New Year’ s. Finally, at night families enjoy a
meal together. There is no specific Christmas meal like KFC
or Christmas cake, but many do enjoy fancy meals. For
many Americans, It s the most important and happiest day
of the year!
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