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At the beginning of February there was the Koshimoto Goshinbisai (Sacred Fire Festival). It is
held to celebrate the local god and ask for its bountiful assistance in the coming year. A
portable shrine (omikoshi) was carried around two large fires by festival goers in traditional
festival garb. The fire’ s heat was extremely impressive, and you could feel the intensity of it.
The Oze taiko drums also played a strong rhythm to infuse a festive mood and there was a
bean throwing ceremony to pray for health, safety and good luck. Food stalls selling delicious
warming foods such as pork vegetable soup and karaage, beef croquette and drinks to enjoy
by the hot fire to stave off the cold winter night, it gave a nice, comfortable feeling so
everyone could feel relaxed.

After the portable shrine processions there was a fantastic fireworks display. Many varieties
were launched to display their beautiful colours in the winter sky. And the finale was a
breathtakingly wonderful display of gold all across the night sky. The festival was a great
event to have on a freezing winter’ s evening where we could spend time in the warmth of
the blazing fire.
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