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With the warmer summer weather coming festivals are starting to
be held. This year’ s first summer festival that | was able to go to
was the Oukaen Festival at the Special Nursing home Oukaen. There
was music and dancing inside and outside delicious food and drinks
were being served. My daughter and her friends from kindergarten
performed for the residents of the home and guests of the festival.
They had a wonderful time singing and dancing, and did a great job
entertaining the audience who had a lot of fun clapping along with
the performance. After the singing and dancing they carried a small
mikoshi shrine to celebrate the festival. As well as the kindergarten
group there were performances by other groups such as
Chindon'ya, a band in colourful kimonos

playing drums and woodwind instruments, and another group
playing traditional Japanese instruments and singing summer
festival songs including Yagibushi. The final performance was an
early obon dance traditionally it is performed in August for the
obon week, but it is a festive dance fits the summer festival very
well. All of the performances were fantastic, and everyone enjoyed
their time at the festival.
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