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ALT Michael Spibey @15

Under a high, clear blue summer sky | had some opportunities to attend events, such as the
Koshimoto festival. We attended the children’ s part as a family. The children’ s mikoshi shrine was
carried by older children and the younger ones hit the drum in the Dashi, a festival float. My eldest
daughter loved banging the drum and shouting “Wasshoi Wasshoi” . We walked a different route
from last year and it was on the far side from where | live. It was very interesting to see a different
part of the area | live. | enjoyed the festival again this year and hope | can go every year. One other
event | did this year was the walking rally. We walked to some checkpoints and took on some tasks
as a small team. There were tasks such as ground golf, ring toss, and Kendama. The final event is a
battle against the “king” , this is done using rock, paper scissors. The event is very popular with
people young and old, there were many students from elementary and junior high school competing
in teams with their friends. | think it is a great way to build comradery. Everyone looked very happy
doing the events. And even very young children could do it. My eldest daughter, and her friend were
on my team and were enthusiastic and did a great job. It’ s a fantastic event to bring the village
together.
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